238 MAKE A SIMPLE BUT ACCURATE RAIN GAUGETO
FIND OUT HOW MUCH RAIN FALLS IN YOUR AREA

Measure rainfall e

. ; * Large, clear, straight-
The tiny water droplets and ice crystals that sidied gthstic: Botife

form clouds may eventually grow into bigger . Colored tape

raindrops and snowflakes. When these get « Handful of pebbles
heavy enough, they fall toward the ground. * Scissors

* Ruler
The snowflakes often melt on the way, Wi

* Water

turning into rain. Rainfall is measured in
inches or centimeters using a rain gauge,
and it is easy to make your own.

Ask an adult to
help you cut off
the bottle top.
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@ Cut the top off the

bottle at the point where

the curved “shoulders” join s

the straight sides. Try to make . s F

a straight cut. Save both parts Put the pebbles in the -

of the bottle (you can throw bottle. Stick some tape to @ Turn the top section of

away or recycle the cap). the side of the bottle above the the bottle upside-down,
pebbles. Add water until it and insert it in the lower
reaches the top of the tape. section of the bottle.

" RAIN AND SHOWERS




the water until it is ley
the top of the tape ag

The ruler gives an
accurate measure
of rainfall in inches
or centimeters

Measure the rainfall every
day at the same time to
build up a record of

annual rainfall.




